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MGM & Las Vegas 
Hilton Fire 1980-81

• The fire spread to the lobby, fed 
by wallpaper, PVC piping, glue, and plastic 
mirrors, racing through the casino floor at a 
speed of 15–19 ft/s until a massive fireball 
blew out the main entrance along The Strip. 
From the time the fire was noticed, it took 
six minutes for the entire building to be fully 
engulfed.[6] It spread across the areas of the 
casino in which no fire sprinklers were 
installed. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallpaper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic_piping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas_Strip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MGM_Grand_fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_sprinkler


Jurisdictional Registration







Why is NCIDQ 
Certification Important?

• Industry Standard
• Differentiator
• Recognized by nearly all regulated 

jurisdictions in North America 



Exam Basics

The NCIDQ Exam consists of 3 
separate sections:

Exam Name Format Number of Questions Duration

Fundamentals (FX) Multiple Choice 100 3 hours

Professional (PX) Multiple Choice 150 4 hours

Practicum Hot Spot, Drag and 
Place, Fill in the Blank

120 4 hours



Eligibility Paths



Exam Blueprint – Fundamentals (FX)

Design Communication
10%

Programming and 
Site Analysis

15%

Human Behavior & 
Designed Environment

10%

Building Systems 
& Construction

15%

Furniture, Finishes, 
Equipment & Lighting

15%

Construction 
Drawing & 

Specifications
20%

Technical Drawing 
Conventions

15%



Exam Blueprint – Professional (PX)
Professional and 

Business Practices
8%

Project Coordination
10%

Codes and 
Standards

18%

Building Systems 
and Integration

16%

Product and Materials 
Coordination

14%

Contract 
Documents

16%

Contract Administration
18%



Exam Blueprint – Practicum
Programming & 

Site Analysis
15%

Codes & 
Standards

25%

Contract 
Documents

40%

Building Systems 
& Integration

20%



Practicum Exam
• Not software specific
• No drawing
• 120 total questions

• Hot spot, fill in the blank, and drag 
and place questions

• 4 hours in duration
• 3 separate case studies with 

provided resources (tabs)



Case Studies

• Types: residential (multi-family), 
small commercial, and large 
commercial

• Typically include:
• Programming
• Floorplan
• Various schedules
• Reflected ceiling plan
• Mechanical plan
• Elevations, sections, and details



Case Studies



Item Types

• Drag and Place
• Candidates “drag” tokens onto a 

plan and “place” them on a 
specific location

• Hot Spot
• Graphical multiple-choice item
• Candidates “click” on a specific 

location
• Fill in the Blank

• Candidates type in a number



Practicum Item Types –
Drag and Place



Practicum Item Types –
Hotspot



Jurisdiction Portal



Infographics



International 
Administration 
• All three sections of the 

NCIDQ Exam are offered at 
Prometric test centers around 
the world each fall.

• Offered in English or French.



Regulatory 
Environment
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Questions


